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week apart i,n June of 18.38; he \'''as '18 p she was 71. One wonders

) "ihy their deaths occurred so close together. Was it the result

of a cholera epidemicg a common kilier at the time~ or was it just

coincidence? John and Anney are bu!"'ied side by side in the stone-

wall encircled family cemetery situated or. the farm near Brent-

woodo The acreage is still krlown in some Williamson Cou.nty

Circles as the .'Old John Gray place" 0 In mor'e recent times it

has been owned by the Puryear fam,ilyo and was recently sold to a

local real estate developero We wer'e fortunate enough to discover

t:he, place before the old home ar.d several acc,essory buildings

(including a 3-story smoke house with unusually thick brick "lalls)

were torn down. In anticipa.,tion of the developer.s bulldozers,

the place had reached a state of disrepairo But the beautiful

pastor"al setting made it easy to "imagirle what the scene was at one

) timeD,

At the death of' JOhri and Ar~r~ey GraY9 their property was

divided among the s~r"-vi y-ing heirs 0 Sinc~ there was no will ~ it

'was nec.essar'y for arl administrator to be appointed and a sale

cond"i1cted 0 Jo~"'l Gray was 'by rLO means the most affluerlt citizen

of Williamson County at the time of his death, but the estate he

left Vias sizable 0 Trle irJ.y~en'tory18 pr'esented by the administra-

toro James Shannon 0 to the coJun'ty cour"t makes interesting readingo

It includes the myriad items tha,t were necessary in the running

of a plarltation -- a great variety of 'tools and numerous farm

animalsg including r.orsesg r.:attle, oxen, sheepg and hogs~ in

addition to household goods and his twenty-tvlo slaveso (This is

a point that always makes me flinch when reading old recordso

) 1 Williamson County Will Book 79 p. l,-3~ po 32 e
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It seems i.roni cal that it was cnly r'ecently that these first C'iti-

) zens of our count!"y had fought so valiantly .to achieve 'tlife,

liber.ty, arLd the pu,rsui t of happiness 9 II Here they were placing a

monetary value on human be.ings a.nd dividing them arrlong surviving

heirs~)

At the public sale g the list of pu.rchasers includes a fevv

individuals who were not family membersp but over and over again

we see the names of the sons and sorls-in-law of John and Anney

Grays For example William Gray received (purchased) a desk, a

clockp a cupboa.r'd, a suga.r chest with sugar in it ($6000 worth at

15~/pound)g a churn, 2 sieves, 18 pounds of wool, 112 pounds of

cottong a pair of flat ircnsp a wheat fanp 25 pounds of lard, 3

lots of hogs, 70 barrels of cornp etcG, etcoo For some reason

Price Gray (our ancestor) bought very little -- 2 axes and 2 flat

.) irons 0 He received t\'lO slaves p He!1rY ar.d Nancyo

At an earlier date p Price had married arld settled on a beau-

tiful farm in Williamson COU.!ltyp so'u.th a.rld west of his parentOs

locationo This farm was knovvn to U1Y fatherOs generation as the

Jorffi Bo Gray place. Before we follow .the movements of Price and

his descendents in mor'e detail f a few of the known facts of the.

lives of "the other sorlS arld daughter's of John and Anney Gray will

"be mentioned 0

John Grayp Jro and his family left Williamson County and set-

tled temporarily in the Arkan.sas and Missouri Territories, where

two of their" childr'en were borno Louise Shannon Dedman of Frank-

lin has in her possession correspondence between the Shannons of

of Williamson County and those v{ho had moved on to the Arkansas

,J Terri tory i.n 1824, apparentl.y in the company of John Grayp Jre and
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his familyo These fascinating letters are of interest not only

beca.use mention is made of the John Gray Family and its hospi-
'I

tality on several occasionsp but becF.use they give vivid descrip-
,

tions of life in the early settlem~tso

The quotation that follows is from one of the letters written

by James Shannonp who apparently traveled with John Grayp Jro

and his wife to the Arkansas Territory 0 They had not yet arrived

at their destination at the time the letter Vias writtenp November

8p 1824 from Prospect Townshipp Arkansas Territoryo "John Gray

wishes to be remembered to his peopl.e ~ f'flr 0 Gray and family are

wello Mrso Gray appears to be fully reconciled to the trip as

I expectedp and I think fear must be at an end, etcoI' Another

letterp da.ted November lap l827p co-signed by John Gray and Hugh

Shannonp is written to the parents of young Robert Shannonp who

"} died in the Gray home of vvinflammatory fevero II The courageous

spirit of the pioneers is reflected over and over agai.n through-

out the correspondence 0 These people had to be brave as there

were many hardshipso Yet they were r1ot hard and unfeelingo The

element of 'tenderness f) caring--true concern for friends and family

members is always apparent 0

Johnp Jro and his family apparently returned to Williamson

County during the 18)00so James Shannon had returned in 1825 to

marry his friendos sisterp on.e of Jo~'1 and Anney Gray's two

daughtersD Mary Ann Grayo19 (The Shannon correspondence indicates

that they considered returning to the Arkansas Territoryp but

decided not to do so. This couple were the grandparents of Dro

Jim ShannonD whom my father remembers fondly as his family phy-

) siciar10 He brought Daddy into the world on February IIp 18850)

19 Williamson County Marria.e:e Re-cord~p 1 50, Bejach and

Gardinerp 1957.
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Another daughter and the your.gest child, An..Yla Gray, married

) ~vere tt Owen 9 mothered several childrerJ. arid died at age J5o She

is buried in the fgmily cem6tery near her parentso

It appears that by the ea.l'ly 1840's Joh..'1 arLd Anney Gray's

four other sons (Elijahg Henry Tog Willi.am, and James Wo) had

sold their holdings in Tennessee and moved to Missouri, possibly

to join relatives alI'eady thereo (Their u.ncle George and his

family had made th.e journey to Callaway Ccun't~. in 182] a 1) These

four sons and their families a.l1. appea.r in the 1850 census of

Green Cou~J.tYg Missourio

Part IlIa PRICE GRAY - ZILPHA BLACKMAN

Their Sons and Daughters

.) The earliest official record of Pri~e Gr"ay is th,3. t of his mar"riage

to Zilpha Blackman Decem"t.er 24p 1810019 (His brother Johng Jr"o

married Zilpha's sister' Susan Blackman 10 yea.rs latera) The bonds~

man for the ceremony was Robert Gray v whose identity is uncertaino
?.

He might have been a brattier wr.o proceeded their par'ents in death,

an u.rJ.cle e or a cousin ~ we don't know 0 Zil.pha Blackman was the

daughter' of John and Nancy Hays Blackmane who settled irl Davidson

Courlty well before Tennessee became a st9.te in 17960 A separa"te

sketch will be included on tr.is branch of ou:C' family whose roots

have been traced to William B1a.ckmang that linevs original colo-

nist who arrived in Virginia in 16520

Price Gray and his family can be found in the censuses of

l820p 18JOo 1840, and 18500 His family grew and so did his fortunes

,) But life was not easy. His wife of 23 years died early in the year'
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1.833 at the age cf 40 D 20 not lo!lg a.f.t.e-~" the bl.,rth of their eight h

) childo Nine months later Price marriEd Z'il,phaos 29-year-old
sister'o Mary Jarle Blackman, 21 and she ceca-me mother to his mother-

less brood 0 which included at .tha t i:.:J.,me Charles Hays D age 19, Alex-

ander Washington, 179 Jame,s W~p 129 Henry Pricep 10, Susan Anno

7, John B1.ackmanp 5v Mary, 29 and Tabitha, 1. Mary and Tabitha

died before r'eachi,rJg mat' ri tY020 Price .became the father of one

chl,lc. by Mary Jane ~ she was Martha Eliza.c,etho

There are records of several lar.d trarlsac'tions involving

Price Gray 0 In 1846 his W8.S the highest b,io, in the auctioning

of 200 acres of larid by 'the sheriffo22 He paid $19 for the tracto

Price Gray died or! April 18, 1.855 at age 680 Hi.s wi11,23

written O!1 October 1.9~ 18520 provided for" the disposition of his

proper-ty among his survi vi!1g seven chl1.aren and his wife Mary

.,,) Jarieo His widow s'u.rvi'\"ed him '0:"" five year-so

P.rice Gray's eldest sor.p the first cf tfle five brothers that

my father merlticr.ed in rlis a1.;..t;)biog!".~phyp was Charles Hays Grayo

Sro (1814-18.84)0 From Family Bible records we know that he had

seven children by his first w-ifev Sarah Ew-ing Hughesp arLd four by

his second wife 9 Mary' Ao SirrlrDons 0 24 According to a phone conver"=

sation with Margare't Gra:,T B,::.-harmc.nD (daughter of Char"les Hays

Gray v Jro) v the sons of thE'! firsi; rna.rr'iage of Cha::'les Hays Gray 0

Sro moved to Texas v introauc.ing a partic~l.ar breed of cattle to

20 Buried i~ Price Gra)1' Cemetery at homeplace on BoydOs
Mill PikeD

21,/Davidson Coop Te~essee Marriage Recordso
22/Williamsori County Deed Book SO P9 530-10
23,/Williamson COllnty Will Book 119 po 506-5080 .
24/Elizabeth PriceD George Washirlgtonf) Narcissa America, Mary

Tabitha, James Richardp Charles Black.~a.nf) Virgirda Hughes9 Henry
_J Thomas, Charles Haysp Jr.D Elizav Nannie Adao



,

1.2.

that section of .the country. One of the two sons of the second

marriage 0 Charles Hays Grayp Jr. and his two sis.tersp Eliza and
)

Nannie Ada married and had families 0 Charles and his elder
.

brother, Henry Thomaso operated a country store near the beau-

tiful old colonial homeplaceo Both buildings are still standing.

The second of Price and Zilpha Gray's fi,"e sons was my

father's grandfathero Alexander Washington (Sandy) Gray 0 (1816-

1883)0 who married Maria Moore Thompson (1820-1888)0 (Maria's

antecedents will be touched on briefly in a separate section of

this accounto) The most vivid memor'y my father has about this

grandfather who died before his birth is the story his owr~

father told him about their family's part in the aftermath of the

Battle of Franklin 0 the bloodiest battle of the Civil Waro Sandy-

Gray brought home with him from the scene of the battle several.

,) wounded soldiers p transporting them in r.is w~.gono He and his

family nursed them back to heal.tho

Another incj.dent involv.ing Ao Wo Gray's farni 1 J. during 'the

Civil War should be mentioned here. The autobiography25 of a

cousin on the Thompson side, recently disc.over'ed in the SoutJ1.ern

Historical Collection at the University of North Carolina LibrarY9

lea.ds to the conclusion that o!"!e of Alexander and Maria Grayr s

daughte.rs wanted to arrange a dramatic escape for this Thomp~

~.."..D~,son cousin.. who lost his leg durirj.g the Battle of Frankl.in and

W8.S imprisoned by the Union forceso He was too gallant to

implicate this cousin he did not know in so daring a schemes

25 Pr1.son Exper6ences--Camp gQa~s_6g OhlO!) C1. ty Ptog V,?~p
gnd pta Lookout!) Mgo Joseph N. Thompsono The Thompson.Family
Papersp Southern Historical Collectiono Wilson Libraryo Uni-

) versity of North CarolinaD Chapel Hi11.o Na Coo
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an y an !,!ar'Jt.a !lad seven c!.l.lOrenp t!l.rei? 0 y..nom dle J.n

infancy 0 My fa. ther' s tr.ree au.~i't.S II al~t of whc-m he knew we}].!) were

Aunt Maggie 9 who married Rev'o Janies N G ~1(:;D;:)~ald 9 a leader ,i.n the

Cu.mber'land PI"esbyterian moV'erue:n't. and 11 ved at Bell Bu.ckle p .ft.~un't"
I\~arYII who married Thomas Brown snd lived t;:l"J a beautiftll farm

nor'th of Boyd's Mill Pike!) ar!d A n't Lau.:ra ~ wh.:> me.r"ried Ph:il ip

Kinnard 0 The only son i.n the familyv (m~" gr'andfa. t.r.e~"') Joseph

A'" d G S (- - c: c:; . "'~11) ... h o - o. R h 1 L o
.1.E:Xarl er raY9 ro J.~...I.-,-l'jo.l me I., - ,1.5 ':1:::.7I.c.ep 8.C e. ,c.UJ.SI?

(Loulie) Russell (1858-1934), through his cQu.sir1s Kate 'C1.nd Su.sie

Gray (dau.ghters of Janles Wo Gra~:) p wr.o '...rer'e her friends at Ter,nes-

see Female College in Franklino

;J The third c.f Pri .':e v S s:::~).s p Ja.mes W 0 Gray arid his vlife Fra..'1.css

~~
Amantja (TI~andy) FsrglJ.sc.n had a dozer1 \::~h:!ld~.e.:[1~&..( most of whom my

f ~ t \. er 'Knc w ,.rh ,:." 1 :0 ,.,,-~ g """""""" g ."' p He ..1'"'", rem =-".'h er "' d Vl. S~+';""'
g. a !l ~" -!J !.~ '.d;:) "'" ""'_J.!, V. c . Ct...Sv J.li:;"u" '" , --_J..

1",.. th" e ', t:. of 't" r ' 1.. s :r:,.,.;. r,.,-'+ "" d " .~. ~ .. " "h" l .
Th,l '!I...m~ '-. g,ea... ~.,i.,..),; 3.1 I.:~rn;..!.e :-.is ~ ,,:"l.'v.!"'J.g '.:..J., a. e

long a"~""~ng t ~n"e Wi"'.' S'~~"~ e "" V"" p1r~¥ r ~ r"g ~.:: "r"~ ""'~ e f .."... t pedal_J.1 ,0:1."... ._1.,1.. ..,.J.v.;..J.J.d"".J..J.l c"..' v.J. "",-",~-

oper'ated fly b'",sh made a ~c.sti,{j,g :.nip!'e.~;s5,:.:JI: 00 the young b')yc

Uncle Jirr.my a.rlc Aunt Mandy' died wi thi:r1 E:: week o:f ea:::h o'ther i.n

June of 1894; my father was n.1.rle years oldo

Of all of James W ~ "s childr'E:::lp JOr.':::l Blaekman Gray o s fa!!lily

Susan Mc p Wilson Pc 9 Ju,liet Emma 0

I 27/Elizabeth Zilphag FrarJ.:";~s Fo 9 Sar'E..tl JB,.ne (JerJI"tl.e), Ma,ry
Lc (Molly) 9 t.Tames Pr-ic6c Jl./hri Bla.::kmarlg Alexa.rider Washingtong
Charles Henry, Kate Eo p Wil.J_l,am Hays p Marga.ret; Ac 9 Susan Ao --
(irlformation from James Wo Gray Family Bible)o
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was the one tha.t my father felt closest to and knew bestp

) mentioning them fondly in his au tobiography 0 John Blackman

Gray had married Lizzie Bo Cor'e p "a dear close friend" of Joseph

Alexander Gray Sro~ wifep Loulie Russell Gray (my father's

motherD of course)o

The fourth son of Price and Zilpha Gray was Henry Price

Gray (182)-1885)0 He marr.i,ed Sarah Jane Southall and served in

various c~paci.ties as a public official of Williamson Count Yo

His childless vvidow married a Presbyterian ministero Revo James

Marshallp a£ter his deatho My father remembers the visits of

Uncle Jimmy and Aur.t Jane during his boyhoodo

The fifth child ~~d first daughter of Price and Zilpha was

Susan Ann Grayp Vvho married John Ro Fergusonp brother of James

Wo Gray V s vvife A.rnanda.o During his boyhood my father remembers

.j his motheros distaste for the visits of this childless great

aunt, because she smoked a pipe 0 JOhrl and Susan Ferguson were

the victims of real traged3. during the Civ:il War, wherl their

home and all their possessions were burnedo Like many of their

friends and neighborsp they were apparently ruined financially

and borrowed heavily fr'om fami.l.y members 0 To quote from the

legal records28 dealing with their firlancial problemsp "---but

whereas by the vicissit~des of the times, the losses by war and

the burning of the dwelling o£ the said John Ro and Susan Ann,

all furniturep wearing a.pparelp booksp papers were utterly

destroyed p the said John Ro and Susan ML~ -barely escaping with

their lives, etco"

) 28 Williamson Ccop Tennessee Deed Book Ip po 5 50
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The si.xth child and fifth son of P:::-ice a."ld Zilpha was John

\1 Blackman Gray (1828-1919), fondly remembered as a good and kind

man by those who knew himo His first wife Marga.ret died at age

27 soon after the birth of her fourth (or fifth?) child, Wilson

Price Gray 0 His second wife Mary Ja.ne (Molly) Flippen was the

mother of Jennie Gray 0 Wilson Price and Jer..nie married a brother

and sisterp Eugenia Bostick and James Ao Bosticko

The seventh and eighth children of Price and Zilpha were

Mary Gray, who died at age 12p and Tabi.thap vlho died at age two.

Both are buried near thej.r mother irL i:he family cemeteryo

Price and his second wifeD Mary Jane Blackman (mentioned

earlier) had one daughter, r.~artha Elizabeth, who married John Mo

Byers 0 The only information we have on .this line is that this

couple had a son, David Po Byerso29

."J Wi th thi.s generat:ionp \'Ie conclude an attem'pt to record some

of the irlfo.rmation that has 'been collected irl .the past two arLd

one half years ':'11 \'ihat WE: assume to be the first four generations

of our Gray Fa;rrlily i.n Americao It is plJ.r'posely brought to a

close at a.bout the time of my- fatherOs birtrJ.p since infcrmation

on hi.s parents and later generations is included in his auto-

biography 0 Th& remainder of i;his aCCO1,lnt is devoted to irlfor-

ma tion on three of the maternal li..rl6s tha.t emerged as the search

for information orl the Grays interlsified 0 In each case a great

deal of information has come to lights some of i.t only after

diligently follo1tling hu.nc~hes p some of it literally harlded to me

29 1 0 Census o.f W~lliamson Co 0' Tennessee 0 .

.>
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by other researcherso These lines \'1ill. be covered only super-

) fi.cially, althou.gh this approach certainly does not mean that

they are of any less interest or importanceo

The search has been a.t times :fun, fullfilling, and frus-

trating. But it is not finishedo Hopefully, other family

members \vill help in the task of compiling a more complete family

history at some time in the futureo

Part IV. THOMPSON - BUCHANAN

Maria Moore Thompson (1820-1888), wife of Ale.xander WO Gray,

was one of nine childrenJO of James Thompson {177J-1848)Jl and

Margarett Buchanan Thompson (1779-1860)oJl James Thompson's

marriage to Margarett (Peggy) Buchanan on May 14, 1800 is re-

) corded i.n the Davidson County, Tennessee recordso His willJ2 is

dated March lD 1848, five days before he dJ.edo It is known that

James came to Te~~essee at an early date, probably with other

members of his f:a.n-.ily, but not his pa.r'ents 0 who stayed in Orange

Count yo North Car'olinao

His sister, Nancy 9 married Thomas Thompson {possibly a

cousin) and settled in Davidson Countyp they being the founders

of the branch of the family for whom Thompson Lane in Nashville

is namedo James' brothers Lawrence and Joseph were active

businessmen in the area before settling in Florerlcep Alabama 0

(Their descendents have been prominent in Southern financial

JO Sarah Mo ~ Susan AnrlD Margarett, Mary, MariaD .Thomas Jo p
James M., Joseph Boo and 8,n infant son who died youngo

) J1/Thompson-Shelton Cemeteryo Wi.lliamson County, Tennessee 0

J2/Williamson Coo Will. Book 9, po 67-680
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circles.) Corresponde~lce33 between Rebecca, the wife of Lawrence

) Thompsonp and her TholllpSOrJ, nephews, Joseph B. (sori of "our" James),

John (son of Thoma~ and Nancy) and Jacob (son of another brother,

Nicholas) during the period 1839 to 1855 gives us considerable

information about this family. Joseph Bo was a young man at the

time and had moved to Louisiana during the late 1830's to run a

plaritation for his uncleso Trle fact that Jacob was serving in

Congress during part of the pe1~iod also adds interest to the ex-

change of letters 0 (Jacob v;;as 1a.ter Secretary of the Interior

under President Buchanan.)

We know that our James Thompsor! was the son of Joseph and

Sarah McAlister Thompsono (Joseph is a recurring name in the

Thompson family, generation after generation -- thatOs of course

the source of the Joseph in Joseph Alexander GraYD Maria Thompson

.> Gray's sonG) We are fo::"t-urJJ3.te that Sarah Thompson left a will,34

giving the names of aU r~er children 35 who survived her death in

~L831 at age 8.3 0 She and he,r husbar~d ar"e buried in the old Eno

Pr'esbyterian Church Cemei:ery rlear Hillsborough, North Carolina,

an early ca,pi tal of the stateD (Appe.,rently many settlers from

tha t area came to WillJ.amsorJ. and Davidso!1 Counties in the late

18th century, bringing 'thE: ne.me Hillsb,)rough and other North

Carolina names with themo)

Chapel Hill, North Carolinao
34/0range County (Nor'th Carolina) Wills, 1785-1865, Yolo XIIIo
35/John, James, Jilsey, Annp Thomasp Lawrence, Rebecca,

Joseph, and Nicholaso

.J
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Information on file in the Tenrlessee State Archives36 states

) that Joseph was the son of Capto Lawrence Thompson and Margaret

Logue 0 Letters in. the Samuel Thompson Paper's irl the Southern

Historical Collec'tion at Chapel Hill lead 'to the conr,:;lusion that

Joseph was the brother of Capto Lawrence Thompson and 'the son of

Thomas Thompson. This poi,n't is not settledo

Looking into the Thompson Family history has been made es-

pecially interesting by the location of the two separate sets of

family papers in the Southern lli,storical Collectiono All the

documentsp but espec,iall.y the lette,rso ffi-ake fascinating readinge

BUCHANAN

The fir'st inkling that I might ha,ve a BuchanarJ. ances'to:."o as

) well. 8.S a Buchanan husbando came vlhen we dl,scov'er'ed ae especially'

old grave (for Williamson Coo) irl the James Thompson C6m~teryo

Robert B1JChana!19 who is b'.J.I'iE':d thereo di.ed orl Oc,tc.ber 49 1818

at age 850

A streak of luck (an,d a tip frc.!n !flY :-lus-band,) put me in tou,ch

wi th two a,rdent resea.rchers on th,e Buchar~a.ris 0 who have generously

shar'ed their no.tes vii,th me a A g!"'e-a't dea,l of' !"esea!."c,h has been

done on thl,s J.ineD boat trJ.e:r'e ar'e ma..'1Y miss:ing p'iec~E::s t;~! the' p.uzzleo

We do k.'10W that the abo"J'e m~ntioned Ro bert af1~1 Mary Bucha

were trle parents of JaH!es ThompsonPs wifeD Margaretto as well as

Samuel 0 Esthero and Ma,rtr"ao They lived in Au.gusta Count yo Vi,r~

gi.nia bef'ore coming to Te:-J.nessee 0 Mar'tha married Thomas Edmond-

son and came to the Nashville settleuient at a ve!"y ear'ly date 0

) .f,

Ancestral Tables 0 ~

,j
"
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A gra..'1ddaughter of this col;.p1.e!) MrsQ Bethla White Bell, was often

.I told by her gr'andmoth6::- of tei,ng orle of th~ women who m.:»ded

bu,llets all night irl a st-;jbbvr"!lly con'tested battle wi'th 't;he:

Indians at Bucharlan9 s Station near' Nashville 0

One of the most interes.ting a,spects of 'the Bu~hanan re-

search is the exJ,stence of a paper dictate,d to Thomas Wesley

Bu,chanan (her great nephew) by "our't Margarett Buchanan Thomp-

son on May 16, 1.860 Q She died shor.tly tJ"ie,reaf'ter -~ on June 9!)

1860 at age 81 Q Acc:or'ding to ;flY fellow researchers 9 the re~

markable thing abot2.t trlis ir.tervie'wv :is tha't rl':lrle of her stateme,n'ts

a"bout her sE:;veral r'el,ati ves has "been discounted 0 (Unfor'tlln.ately,

there were marlY questions tr..8t wer'e not aske:d of r~e:::-o) She said

tha t her grandfa,ther ,oSamuel. came from Ireland to America and

settled in PenrJ.syl\~ania, ar!d r'eared fiv"e s(.'~s named 8 p.!:drew9

.) Roberto Moses!) John9 uld Sa..rJuel.9 et~o!)U We kr.ow tha't thi,s Saliluel

B'tlcharlari ri.ar'r16d Mar'tria (Ke:vs?)arld settled ir.. Wastting.toT"! Coo 0 p

Virgi!1.ia. 0 Some of tr.e ;fia!".y r'(,;,:,-:c',!"d_s ct";;nc:el"r..i.rJ.g Samuel B'llonanc=.r.

pertain to h5s ac.ti ~v1.ties as a,n elder in -:.i1e Pr'es'r.'yterian Chu.:c'cr.o

Both the Bucr"ar..an arlQ Tr;,,:'rrpson .f2.mil.ies v;er'e acti".,re in th:is de~

n """~ nat 2."' nVJ.I1,~,. .1.V 0

P..1:r,.t Vo BLACKMAN - HjI~YS

As is noted i,n tr.e pr'ecedi,ng sket;cho pr:lce Gray\: s two v..l,ves p

Zilpha and Mar.-:,-- Ja.r:.e Bl;;:,c:km~jn we,re tt.le daughters of JOh.r'l and

Nanc:1'" Hay~s Blac:kroano Their sis'ter Susan ma:--r'ied P:t'.ice v s brother

J Ohrl Gray p Jr'..

J For'tuna i,;ely 0 we [1aVe access to first rJ.and lrlt'orma tio:1 on
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John Blackman and r~,is f's'rr.ily'o Ort file in 'the: Termessee Sta,te

) Arch:' yes are rjotes37 dic,ta'ted by' a grar!odaugrl.te,r of John and

Narlcy Hays Blackrrlar..p Susar. BlacY..man Clar'k D widow of Drg Wmo Mo

C1ark9 owner and edi'tor of the~'N~srlv'ille Banr.er"'during the 1880' S 0

She is quoted as sayi:'1gD "'Jor.n came ("to Ter;,r:\ess~e from North

CaroJ_ina) to Ii ve near h.is bro.therD Bermett Blac.kmano and h1s

sistero Mrs 0 Char"les Hays 0.38 The 'two owrled mu,ch land about

Antiocrl ~- 'the Whi ttemo!"e 0 s p,resent I-Lome as well as the old Black-

man place 0 '0 Her notes irlclude many de, tails an family members 0

She adds 'that af'ter Nancy's death, "Our grandfa'ther John Blackms l

married a second wife D a w:ld,:)wo I do riot remember her name, but

I have pleasan.t memor.ies of hero Dear Gr'a.ndpa was a gen'tle and

ami,able man 0 giving chl:tdren a good time when at his home g"

SlJ.sie Blackman Clark r.ad t!le old Fam5.1y Bible .in her possession!}

.> and CCrrJ.Ine:.flts D o'Cha:r:'les HEiYs was t~ie one I rslTiember as reading

trlat old Bibleo H& ga ~e l_,t 'to Mar"y Jane Gra7>To 't~~eir niecED and

she gay-e it to me abo(A't J.858 or 1855. Stie. d:~.;:d 1860 0 ~t (It ffiigtl.t

'be ..,c "" ea- ... er ~ t ;..,~ t ---;o e B'(,~"':,,,..,-,,"\ H"f--' ::-""id ,.,r "'" f "-m; lJ.° es a-1.1 "'~p
d.J \., ,1 - 'J.:.. ! ~'~n,!,.~.-o d'J~O c...J ..", ~_"C;I.. -, .. ,..'""~

+:"',e '"' antes OJCr."'~'r'jc. s H,""r,:,:~t ~..i' '~Ti',i-'r, B1~r" kI -l i';'~ov '.,":t:;"" oI:,nd O~"e:r" a-g'-"""..',;. .. .'..- -~- ~J c... ",- Co ...1,.:. - _..,. .~,-~ '-.. - -, ".. . ~,.J.

' n """""""~n j~ t \ l ~ J°'Y' ""',r.~ );.,,0-"1l- C 1 "" ... I:)"",-~ 0

J ro' f '
ri B-1.~""' k "" l -r,g.., "..-'-1:;, ~ ro": t r"""" ,,',r ["3 S b """'+"' e"" B-"",,'o' t ~ '-pp p"""

~'Jl ,o_"~",:::;..':)."-:.l",J,~~",.. ,-,:t°,.~. "-, .1"".'..",. o:=.,.:.""'~ -CA.I.

freq'.len'tly irl tr~e E'81:-1)' Y'f:;c:('r,j~; of Mlddl,e T6~:'~6ssee 0 ThE: tw,-'

b "" c+hers own"" d l ...,~~ .';:n D""-!! ld '"' l"' n H~C1rh l """' ur~" J.11"""-'"'~ n ." d M--" r -T"".'... '=" Q.!LU.J. c:;.v C,;", .L, l\.l1G.;.'O 'f... "".",;:.,,"' D d.", ~'.&..."

Co"anties 0 They a.ppar'ently 'both set'tled in Ma'.lry Co 0 ill the early

.38,/The home that Criarles Ha~~s 'b';.j.l,lt f{)r his b,!~:i,delJ A~lrl Blacl~=nlan ~s O"" e of the ~""~~ de'r: """"" j 'l: 't1~reao ~,.., Ar "..L..r-i"G"""";""" ' f nr" ddl",'.I.~ 1 ..", J. i..'w""'=":';o;t...". """,,""l',J.~~._t e v, 1'11, .6. 0 . o. ~ ;..- - --~~~

Tennessee The H:1s'tor.2,t .A1rler'::t(~ar'. BulldJ.n ~_§;.;.rVeYD e'J,,!) BI-u,rr,bau,ghD
) S'trayhorn and Gore" 197 g

(

"c."__".,""",""'A"'~
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1820'so The simply desjgne-d, two~s.t;ory 'or:ick home39 that Bennett

On (. cf
\ B1ackmarJ. bull t for his fan-lily in Maur'y Co'lAr~.ty is the oldest house
, j\

s tarJdir.g in tha t cou~ t~' today 0

John Blackmar. died in Ma'ury Co. p Ter.nesse:e 0 Ncvember 30

1844, age 760 His obituary may be found .in 'the November 7, 1844

edition of "The Nashville Wh.igo"

John BlackmanP s ancestr'y ha.s bee!1 .traced by professional.

genealogists back to Wi.lll.am Blackmanp who ar'rived in the Colony

of Virginia in 16520 as headright of Ricr!.ard Thomas 0 His hand-

wri tten wi.l1o4.0 which was probated April 1 p 1698 II s'tates that he

leaves "to son JOfln upper half of plantat,tcr19 guns p furniture,

and young horse 0 when he shall arri-ve to manly age p I mean my son

and not 'the horse 0 "

This early Jorlng the son of Wil1.iamg was bor.!"L about 16780

J He and hjs wife Sa..rah settled ir. Berti.e Precirlct, No~"th Carolina

and had among othe,":::" ch.ildr-er!.g a son Step'r,er"o Stephen B:ld h.is

wife p Ann Snell Kingg a wi d 0\... [) were: the pa::-er;.ts of 'the John Black-

marJo who is the subject 01' o'.lr origi.nal disCUSSJ,or'.o

The rLo.tes orJ. 'the Blackmans (most of them gene.rcu.sly given to

me) are much .too vo1lLrnirJ.ous to suJrllnari,ze easJ.lyo Bu"t it is appar-

ent that tr.is bran.c~h of our i a.nu1y played an aot:i ve r'ole in the
early history of our courltryo holding publ ic office 41. ar.d fj,ghting

for the indeperldence 4,2 tha..t finally came 0

Maury COe H1.stoI'J..cal Soc,1.etyp 19 .
40/Henrico Co., Virgirlia Deeds, 169'1-16999 po 660
41/Colonial Records of North Caroli~J.aB Volo IXo 1771-1775,

pe 447-4q:So .
42/Roster and Soldiers of the Tennessee Societv of the

) Dau hters 0 t e Amer~can Revolutl0n 1 -1 00
.1

/.!',
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: HAYS (HAYES)

.
The Blackmans were closely associa tea with .the Hays, bo.th

in North Carolina and Ter.rlessee. The narrlE: (Hays 0 Hayes) is

spelled both vlays ir! .records in both sta.tes; there seems to be

no consistency of usage even a-rnong member.s 01" the same immediri te

fami.lyo

We know that Nancy Hayso the first wife of John Blackma.n

(and the mother of "our" Zi.lPha),was the daughter of John Hays 0

H.is wil.143 was written on Decembe.r 290 1781.; vIe do not know when

it was probated 0 Howeverg we know i:hat h.is death occurred be-

tween December 29, 1.781 and May 1.3, 17910 since it vias on that

- t th t d o 0 t d . 44 .
da'e ! a a guar lan Vias appO1.!'1 e :Ln c:ourt for hJ.s orphaned

..~ children, I-Jancy 0 Charles II and St;.,sa.~"1a "Ha.:>--e,s eg 0 all c.f whortl v,'e.re

destir!ed to ma.rry B~Lackmans 0

4) Johns tor! Count:yo !{orth Caro:::":ir.a Wills, 17 ~o 9 Vole 11-:-
po 447-4480

44/Jor~lst'O:-L CourltY9 No.rth Carcli.ri8 Court l\~in~J.tesll 178)-179Jp
po 140

,. c,.'. "
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1 Part VI. THE ANCESTRY OF RACHEL LOULIE RUSSELL

The quan'tity of ma'terial available on the family of Lou.lie

Russeoll Gray, ""rife of Joseph Alexander Gray, Sr., prohibits l,ts

inclusion in this accoun't of my fa,ther 0 s ancestors. Con,side,r-

able research has been done on her lines by other's!, (particu-

larly Ca therirle Kelley Gil~li.9.m) b!~ief accoun'ts have been wri'ttsn,

and famil,y histories have been compi,l.ed on two of the earJ.y

maternal lines 0 Alston and R\Aotherfo,rd 0 The followir),g sta temen't

briefly summarizes some of the ava5,lable in1.o:"mati,on on these

fascinating peopleo

Rachel Lcui se (Louli,e) and her eight sisters and two bro'the~s

werE: the children of Madisor), rvjor!ro~ Ru,ssell and h.: s wife, wh,,)se

,) maiden name V1ZS Rac:hel. Alston Jones G Robe~t Russell was apparE:~t-

ly the originaol Rtlssell colon,ist; he came 'to Vir'gi!"lia from Englar1d 9

probably arou.nd 1.750 Q He arld his wife, Arm Bea,rd 0 had eight

childreno Their son James married Rosanrla.h Rutherford; they

were the parerlts of our a~ces'tor P1.eas8,rlt Russell, the Tenness.::.e

settler' who married Tr.eod,ocia Mayber'ry, daughter' of Hen,ry and

Ma,ry Magdalene Carnes Pilay be ,rr'y 0 l\~adison Monroe Ri.lssell was or.e

of eight surviving childr'er1 of this couple 0 (An ir..teresting

sketch on the Russells has been wri t'ten -b~" Mr'o A. J G Carmic~ae,l p

Jro p a descendent of Madison MOllrOe and Rachel Als'torl Jones

Russello)

The Ma,yberry Fam:ily hi,story has bee~ examirled in some de.tail

by other's 0 One of the more inote"resting 't;radi tions c(~,nne(:ted '\tIlth

;,
j: 'this line is the accounot of Theodocia Mayberry" 5 maternal grarJ.'J-
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mothe:r-' s deposi.ting the ashes of her rr.ar"t:{red husband in an u,:::,n

j and fleeing wi,th her two you':1.g daughter's from Germany .to Virginia e

Gabriel Carnes had, beerl bu-::ne.d at th,e stake in a wave of rel.:igiou,s

persecution in Wur'temburge The u,rrl that carried her fathe:-v s

ashes and a prayer book belonging to Mary Magda1.erl.e Carnes, who

married Henry May'berryv (parents of Theodooia) v are the pr~ud

possessions of a. p:r.'esent day desl:endento They were orl displa~{

,for many years i,n the Tennessee Historical MuseQrn in the War

Memorial B'uilding i,n Na,sh\"ille 0

Rachel Alston Jones, wife of Madison Monr'oe Russell f) v;a.s 'the

dau.ghter of Willis Jt--rles and Rachel Alstorlf) who came to Tep-nessee

from North Carolina,o Willis Jones 0 a.ncesto.r's were prominent in

the early settlemer,.t ':If North Carolinao In fact the fam,ily of'

his great grandparents 9 Edw8.rd Jones a.nd his French Hug'uerJ.ot wife Ii

~ 0 0 S J f '-\. ,..0 '.+. f '\T"."J Ab1.gal,l 'a\~re ones $I W8,S Of!.e 0 '-::;liE: ::: :l:r's 't \J~') m(-""'e r.:)!n 1.:r-g l,:r'-:!. a

into the Piedmont a!"68 ~f N;')r"tr.. Car::'\l.1,na 0 A grea't dea,l has .beerl

wr,.i't.terJ. on these pe.:ople 9 the "Shoc:,,;:(; Jones Family of Nc~:"t:h C8rC'~

linao it But I 8lJ"1 aW-.:;?!'6 of no famil~" !"list:(~rJ."o An inte::'"es"t,ing

.. t .+.' t I . ht t . h . + h "" th f . t .. ..~ W"". ,
po1.n' "rJ.a' m:l,g rri~rl ,l.I~,rl ..e.re lS ,,- a\,' 1 e a lie:r' 0:" 1.l..Ll.S

Jones p Edmund Jone,s f) gav'e 200 aC::.'E;S of his p~Lantatior.. f;:;r the

esta"blishnient (~.f 'tr16 Urii v'er-si ty of' Nor.t,h Caroli,r:.a r,i.'t Cha.'pel H:illo

The faJ11ily of Ra.~hel, Alstcfl.f) wife of Wi,ll,is Jones f) is I:<.'rl-

s.1.dered in grea't ,jetail. irJ. TheAl~.!£gL§n.g~~l~~~9_rl~~.('i~~-q~th arid

SouthC~9-li1l~v writ'tE.rL by D.ro Joseph Ao Gro~ves in 19010 Dr'o

Groves traces his Alston ancestry back to Will_lam Al.stonp who

died in 13079 impress,ive but a, bi't too far for- mea Ho'oI!~v-e:r'li

most of his researCfl seems to be w£'~Ll-dc(':~leni.:edo

) The progenitor' of the farrlily in North C-arolins was John
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AlstO1'l, \'/ftO vias ba.pt:ized at Felme.rsham, Bedfordshi~e~ Engla!1d on

'; DecemOber 5, 1673 c He held 8. great many public offices D was

colonel of the mil~.tia, and ,restr'yman of Sto Paul's Parish, Chowan

Ccu.nty~ North Car'oll.nao (Th~ beautiful. ola ~:hu,rch .thot was built

in 1736 is still, standing irl Edentonp Nor'th Carolinao) An inte.r-

esting qu.ote concerning this family is fr'om William Byrd t s we11-

k.no\"m Histories of the p'i "'.ridinlCl: Line e John Alston is merltioned

an two occasionso The authv:r~ stated tha.t on Mar'cr. 19, 17289

"Majr Alston & Capt. Bake~ made '.1S a -v.is.i t & din'd wl.th us 0 It On

March 249 1728, By-rd si:at:ed x "TrJ.is being Sl..nday the People

flockt t from !'ill pa:t:,ts partl~" out of curiosi ty~ and partly out of

Devotiono Amdr~g tr~e Female part of our Congregation, there was

not Ir1uch Beauty, the mc.at fell to Majro Alston's Daughter 9 who is

said to be no niggard ::\f it 0 Ou.r c'r~aplai.rJ. made some Ch:::-istians,

\
} bu.t (;o':"l'd p~,rsuad6 rl,~\body .to b':O ma!"~yOd bE'.C,a...lse every Cc}t::...'1t:r:.;

Justice can do that ..T 0 "DOt:, fo:::' .themo Majo'!: Als.ton & Capta.i.n Baker

dined v/lth uso" (:po 89)0
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